Fulbright Visiting Scholar – Bosnia & Herzegovina

Application Guidelines and Tips
Applications must be completed in English and either typed or completed on the computer.  Carefully read the Fulbright General Requirements and Preparing the Application found on pages III to XII of the application.

· Use the Interactive WORD version if you plan to complete your application on the computer. 

· Use the PDF version if you plan to type the application. 

Project Statement
The project statement is the most important aspect of preparing the Fulbright application. Submit a project statement that is no more than five single-spaced pages in length.  Scholars with the most compelling, theoretically sound, well-written, feasible proposals are generally recommended for awards. Sometimes those with outstanding professional achievements assume that a brief, general project statement will be sufficient—this is not true. In order to ensure a more complete application, your proposed project, as well as the strategy for completing it, should be thoroughly explained. Carefully read the Project Statement instructions in the Fulbright application. Additional considerations include the need to:

Clearly define your objectives and the methodology you will employ. Indicate whether you will use interviews, library or archival research or laboratory experiments to accomplish your project. 

Explain the significance of the project for the field and your own professional development. Explain why residence in the United States is necessary for accomplishment of the project. Comment, if applicable, on the adequacy or inadequacy of research facilities and library resources in your own country and on the need to use specific collections in the United States.

Discuss the length of your proposal and how your project will be completed within this period.  If possible, discuss a timeline for your research and/or lecture proposal. 

             Indicate how you will disseminate the results of your research both in the United States and in your home country. This is very important. The Fulbright experience should be of value not only to the scholar, but also to the scholar’s home university—its students, and faculty—as well as to the host US institution. 

Describe arrangements you have made, if any, for affiliation or collaboration. Try to secure a letter of invitation from a U.S. host institution testifying to the merits and feasibility of the proposal. If you have an institutional preference but no invitation, explain the reasons for your preference on page 3 of the application.

Letters of Reference – Letters of reference must be written in English on Fulbright Reference Report forms (found in the application).  Applicants must submit three references—at least one should be from a specialist in your field, outside your home institution.  Reference reports should be submitted by the application deadline so that references accompany the application throughout the entire review process. References should be from persons qualified to evaluate your professional work and proposal. References not written in English must be accompanied by a certified translation. 

Curriculum Vitae (resume) – The Curriculum vitae describes your academic credentials and achievements. When composing curriculum vitae, it is important to include: 

· Education (universities attended and degrees)

· Positions held

· Courses taught

· Publications

· Professional activities (workshops, seminars etc.)

· Membership in professional associations

· Professional honors, award & fellowships.

· Community service

Affiliation with a Host Institution

While a host institution affiliation is not required, it is highly recommended.  We encourage applicants to contact colleagues at U.S. institutions and to make preliminary plans for their own placement. However, if you are unable to make these preliminary contacts, you are encouraged to identify two or three institutions that have appropriate facilities for the kind of research you wish to undertake, and faculty who specialize in your research interests. 

When determining which institutions to include on your preferred list, do not limit yourself to only the most well-known U.S. universities. Many U.S. universities may not have an international reputation, but they often have appropriate facilities for scholars to conduct research. We have observed that scholars placed in smaller and less renowned institutions often are given greater attention than their colleagues who are affiliated with more well-known universities. If program officers find that the preferred institutions listed by the scholar are not suitable for the work proposed, or no strong professional reasons are given for wanting a particular institution, Fulbright program administrators will seek more appropriate placement at another institution. 

Application DOs and DON'Ts 

The following advice has been passed on from former grantees and review committees, and can assist you in preparing a successful Fulbright application.

What you SHOULD do:

DO submit a clear and complete project statement that introduces you professionally to your colleagues in the United States. The application should be free of grammatical and spelling errors. 

DO make sure that your qualifications and expertise match the objectives in your project statement. You should be able to show that you are qualified to accomplish what you are proposing to do. 

DO emphasize key points in the first paragraph of the proposal. Academic reviewers examine many Fulbright applications.  Having to search for the main points of the proposed activity is not helpful. You should use the rest of the proposal to support your statements in the opening paragraphs. 

DO express what you can bring to the program both clearly and succinctly. The best applications are those that reflect the individual and his/her situation. You should think of the basic questions that need to be answered: Why apply for a Fulbright award to come to the United States? If selected, what will I do and how will I do it? What preparations have I made to complete the project? What can I contribute to the Fulbright Program? What will the results of my participation be? 

DO emphasize how your project will benefit the host institution or scholars in your field both in your country and in the United States. Address in your project statement the ways in which you will utilize the experience upon your return. What is the likely impact of your experience abroad and to whom? How will you use what you learned upon return to your home institution? 

DO try to make a connection between your past experience and what you are preparing to do if you receive a Fulbright award. Explain the project's significance and its importance to the field. Focus on what can be reasonably accomplished during the period of the grant.

DO treat the application as a unitary whole, with all parts reinforcing the project statement. The flow should be orderly: the candidate's capabilities are listed in the application, further documented in the resume or curriculum vitae and confirmed in the references. Use the project statement to make the parts interact by referring to items in the resume or research bibliography. Without being redundant or simplistic, you should make it easier for the reviewer to find the key pieces of information you wish to convey. 

DO choose your references carefully and contact them early. Letters of reference need to accompany the application. Make sure the references are sent to the Office of Public Affairs (Attn: Academic Exchange Coordinator).

What you SHOULD NOT do:

DO NOT exceed the Project Statement page limit (5 single-spaced pages or 3,500 words) by including irrelevant or extraneous material that may divert attention. 

DO NOT use excessive jargon.  Keep your proposal simple and straightforward so that an educated reader from another discipline can understand it. 

DO NOT be vague in describing your previous work or in laying out the nature of your proposed Fulbright activity. A frequent failing in applications is that the proposal is underdeveloped or too imprecise to give a reviewer a clear sense of the endeavor.

DO NOT assume that your suitability for a Fulbright award is based upon your education,your past experience, and/or your professional reputation. 

DO NOT stress how a Fulbright grant will benefit only you and/or your career. Remember that the program is intended to foster mutual understanding between cultures and nations.

DO NOT ask someone for a letter of reference unless the person is well acquainted with your qualifications. A pro forma letter from a well-known scholar, a contact abroad, or a prominent government official will carry less weight than a realistic assessment of your abilities from someone who knows you and your work well.

DO NOT include any documents or supporting materials that are not in English.

Applicant Checklist

_____
Application Form



___   Detailed Statement of Proposed Activity



___   Detailed Curriculum Vitae (resume)

_____  3 Letters of Reference - At least one reference should be from a 

colleague in your field, outside your home institution.  Letters must be on Fulbright Reference Reports (found in application)

_____  Bibliography – For research proposals

_____  Course Syllabi – For lecture proposals

_____  Xerox Copy of Doctoral Degree

_____  Letter of Invitation from U.S. institution (if available)

